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Jatropha Initiatives in Indonesia 
Jatropha initiatives in Indonesia started in 2003. At the beginning, the initiatives were 
only with an international agency and Indonesian researchers. National level interest 
came two years later through a comparative study in India. In 2006, Indonesia’s 
President, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono held an internal meeting with his Ministers and 
relevant stakeholders in Losari, Central Java to support jatropha development. The 
meeting was followed by number of regulations on biofuel development.  
 
Coming from Indonesia’s top leader, the national call to develop biofuel was followed by 
a range of activities. However, not all of the activities ended as expected. There were 
cases where the farmers withdrew their involvement for cultivating jatropha due to the 
low crop price in the existing market. To understand why one area succeeds in 
maintaining jatropha development while the others failed, two villages with contrasting 
results were chosen: Mandalasari village in West Java and Labuhan Alas village in West 
Nusa Tenggara. 
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Jatropha curcas plantations started to get farmers attention after a 
researcher from Bandung promoted it as energy source. The farmers started 
jatropha cultivation in December 2005,  
People in West Nusa Tenggara have grown jatropha for medicine since the 
1980s. However, enthusiasm for jatropha cultivation re-emerged after a 
government visit and jatropha promotion in 2006. In the university, biofuel 
research started in the early 1980s. 
In 2003, Labuhan Alas’ farmers started to cultivate jatropha with academicians 
as their buyer.  The academicians used the crops for their experiment. 
The initiatives succeed in creating a new integrated socio-technical network 
covering transition in the agricultural, academic, and energy network. 
The initiatives failed to create a new integrated socio-technical network due 
to absence of buyers.  
DPKLTS, an environment organization formed by Sundanese elites, buy the 
farmers’ jatropha as part of support for the forestry movement. However, as 
jatropha production increased, DPKLTS could not absorb it.    
Actors vs Functions 
In Mandalasari, it was observed that the transition maintained the actors’ function e.g. as an 
issue defender or as a farmer acting on economic rationale. With no changing roles, the 
initiatives failed to create a new network. While in Labuhan Alas, the transition maintained 
the actors’ network by changing their roles. In conclusion, we argue that, in the context of 
transition, the new socio-technical network durability is determined by the actors capability 
to adapt by developing a new function.   
Brokers in Transition 
This research elaborates the concept of intermediary agency in facilitating transitions from 
one socio-technical network to another. While traditionally the intermediary operates in a 
static state, we argue that division of roles from one actor to another makes the concept of 
intermediary (or broker) meaningless. On the contrary, in explaining transition, the dichotomy 
between the concepts of intermediary and actor can be used to resolve the degree of 
entanglement. The more that an intermediary can be replaced by an actor, the more difficult 
it is for the existing systems to transform into an integrated one. 
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Fig. 1. A researcher plants Jatropha together with the local leader in Central Sumba, 
East Nusa Tenggara    
Fig. 2.The  Indonesian President, Yudhoyono (left) and Minister of Research and 
Technology promote pure Jatropha Oil in the Jatropha Expedition 2006 closing ceremony  
  
Fig. 3. Collaboration between bio-diesel producers, a 
telecommunication company, and farmers in Labuhan Alas 
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